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What exactly is a late-term abortion (L.T.A.)?  A late-term abortion is performed during the 3
rd

 trimester 

and is not legal in most states except during certain medical situations.  L.T.A.s end the life of unborn 
babies many of whom would have been viable, that is, able to survive outside of the womb.  It is very 
specific to the viability of the fetus, its ability to survive outside of the womb.  The point of viability is a 
highly contested issue in medical and legal circles, but most states establish the point of viability at 20 to 
24 weeks gestation.  Maryland is one of the few states in our nation that permits L.T.A. up to the time of 
birth.  To learn more on the facts of L.T.A., stay tuned to notices under this column for the remaining 
weeks of the month. 
 
Late-term abortion facts:  Before any woman decides to have an abortion, especially after 20 weeks of 
pregnancy, she needs to consider both the medical risks and how the abortion might affect her 
psychological state. Medical risks, including serious injury and even death, while uncommon, are not 
negligible.  Women who have had an abortion frequently suffer from guilt and depression.  Many state 
that they regret their abortion.  Third trimester abortions are particularly risky and most physicians choose 
not to perform them.  Currently, there are only four (4) doctors in the U.S. who openly practice 3

rd
 

trimester abortions.  Although the media would have the public believe that 3
rd

 trimesters abortions are 
extremely rare, they are more common than you think. In Maryland, abortions are legal up until the 
moment of birth.  
 
“Third trimester abortions are only performed to protect the life and health of the mother.” This 
statement is a myth.  Statistics reveal that most late-term abortions are not carried out for health reasons, 
even though Planned Parenthood (P.P.) and most of the media would try to persuade you that they are.  
The Guttmacher Institute, the research arm of P.P., has reported that fetal anomalies represent a small 
minority of reasons for later-term abortions (L.T.A.) and the numbers performed to protect the life of the 
mother are even smaller.  Sadly, many L.T.A. procedures competed are also repeat abortions.   What 
does this reveal about organizations like Planned Parenthood or even our own state legislators who allow 
L.T.A.s to continue in Maryland?  Catholic doctrine, based on divine revelation and natural law, teaches 
that all life is sacred, including the life of the unborn.  
 
Catholic Church teaching on abortion:  Church teaching specifies "Human life is sacred because from 
its beginning it involves the creative action of God and it remains forever in a special relationship with the 
Creator, who is its sole end. God alone is the Lord of life from its beginning until its end: no one can under 
any circumstance claim for himself the right directly to destroy an innocent human being." ("Donum vitae," 
5).  This doctrine will never change.  So what can Catholics do or say to changes the minds of the pro-
choice stance?  First of all, we must pray for the conversion of hearts of all persons who support 
abortion.  Without prayer, we can do nothing.  Secondly, we must not be afraid to point out the 
brutality of abortion, particularly, L.T.A.  This fact must be stressed in our faith community, 
neighborhoods, and residents of our state.  Third, we must offer help to women in crisis pregnancies.  
This means promoting efforts that provide hope and support rather than allowing fear or pressure to abort 
to influence their decisions.  We certainly know that pro-choice advocates scream if they want something; 
we must raise our voices in favor of women and their unborn babies but without the bullying tactics our 
opponents use.  Watch future notices under this column on the issue of abortion.  Each month will focus 
on a different issue.   

 
 
 


