
St. Raphael Catholic Church 

Rev. Michael Salah, Pastor, ext. 112 
Rev. David Wells, Parochial Vicar, ext. 150 
Deacon Jose Carbonell, ext. 187 
Deacon Jorge Gatica, ext. 164 
Deacon Richard Mattocks, 301-928-8227 
Deacon Frank Salatto, ext. 149 
Mary J. Beaudoin, Dir. Of Religious Education, ext. 124 
Gerri Stoner, St. Raphael School Secretary, ext. 122 
Teri Dwyer, Principal, Baptism Coordinator, ext. 121 
Eileen Kutchak, Dir. of Parish Programming, ext. 110 
Luisa Duarte, Spanish Coordinator, 240-864-2565 
Pietro Lojacono, Assistant for Religious Education, ext. 123 
Annalee McHugh, Youth Minister, 240-864-2519 
Vince Natali, Dir. Of Music Ministries, 240-864-2532 
Suzanne Nelson, Adult Faith Formation, 443-272-3730 
Linda Poindexter, RCIA Coordinator, 240-864-2543 
Elaine Salatto, Publications, Welcoming, 240-864-2513 
Sandy Shamburek, Social Concerns Coordinator, 240-864-2514   
 
 
New Parishioners: A warm  welcome to St. Raphael’s Catholic 
Church. Blue registration cards are available on the wall rack in the 
main entrance of the church. Information listing our ministries and 
contact information can be found on our website by clicking Ministries, 
Social Responsibility, Ministry Sheet. 
 
 
 
For Life Affirming Resources:  
http://www.adw.org/pregnant-need-help/   
Healing after abortion? Project Rachel 301-853-4565 

Sacrament of Baptism: Parish Registration and a Baptism class is 
required. Please contact Teri Dwyer to register and plan to attend the class 
while awaiting the birth or adoption of your child. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: In accord with the regulations of the 
Archdiocese of Washington, couples must contact a priest and begin 
preparation at least six months prior to the wedding. Parish registration and 
active participation for the minimum of three months is required before 
preparation may begin. Living together before marriage is sinful and harmful 
to the future marriage. Couples who are living together will be asked to live 
separately during the preparation time.  
What does it mean to be an active Catholic? Frequently, those seeking 
to celebrate Marriage, have children baptized, or serve as sponsors for 
Confirmation or Baptism request a letter stating they are parishioners and 
active, practicing Catholics. To receive such a letter, one must be registered 
in the parish, attend Mass regularly, and be committed to a stewardship of 
time, talent, and treasure. We encourage all parishioners to become active 
in one of the parish organizations. In a community as large as St. Raphael, 
one means of verifying participation is through the regular use of parish 
offertory envelopes. If you choose not to participate in the support of the 
parish, or are unable to contribute at this time, please at least note your 
prayerful support on your envelope and place it in the weekly offertory. We 
will then be aware of your continued participation, and you will not be noted 
as "inactive" on our parish roster.       

1513 Dunster Road ♦ Rockville, Maryland 20854 

June 24, 2018 

Parish Office Hours    Monday-Friday: 9:00 AM–5:00 PM 
 
Parish Phone   301-762-2143 
Parish Fax  301-762-0719 
Website  www.straphaels.org  

Weekend Masses: Saturday: 5:00 PM 
 Sunday: 7:00, 8:30, 10:00, 11:30AM,   
 1:00PM (español), 6:00PM (youth)  
Weekday Masses: Monday thru Friday: 6:30 and 9:00AM 
 Saturday: 9:00 AM 
Penance:             Tuesday: 7:00 - 7:30 PM and  
             Saturday: 3:45 - 4:30 PM 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament:      Tuesday:  6:45 PM 
     Thursday: 9:30 AM 
Benediction:                       Tuesday, following novena 7:45 PM                                                 
      Thursday, 7:15PM  
Miraculous Medal Novena:               Tuesday, 7:30PM 
Divine Mercy Chaplet:              Tuesday, following Novena 
                                                                     Thursday, 7:00PM 
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Monday June 25
6:30 AM Fathers
9:00 AM Dee Bogart

Tuesday June 26
6:30 AM Fathers
9:00 AM Oswaldo Castro (d)

Wednesday June 27
6:30 AM Anthony Scaduto (d)
9:00 AM Fathers

Thursday  June 28
6:30 AM Fathers 
9:00 AM Menachery Family (d)

Friday June 29
6:30 AM Deacon Larry & Beatrice Gordon (d)
9:00 AM Fathers

Saturday June 30
9:00 AM Fathers
5:00 PM Fr. Salah Thomas Kiernan (d)

Sunday July 1
7:00 AM Fr. Salah Phillip Chen (d)
8:30 AM Fr. Wells John Paul Biciocchi (d)

10:00 AM Fr. Salah King Family (l & d)
11:30 AM Fr. Salah Agnieszka Wnek (d)
1:00 PM Fr. Wells Maria de la Boscia (d)
6:00 PM Fr. Wells Members of the Parish

The Priest Mass Schedule is subject to change.

Schedule for Confession: 
Tuesday, June 26,  7:00 PM, Fr. Wells/Fr. Salah
Saturday, June 30,  3:45-4:30PM, Fr. Wells/Fr. Salah
RCIA/RICA Spanish RCIA : Non-Catholics or Catholics 
who have not received Eucharist and Confirmation, come 
and discover more about the Catholic Faith! Contact  Linda 
Poindexter, 240-864-2543, lpoindexter@straphaels.org and    
for Spanish: Luis & Maruja Quezada, 301-330-5982, for 
details. Any youth interested in becoming Catholic contact 
the Office of Religious Education, 301-762-2143, ext. 124.
Education: 
St. Raphael School: 301-762-2143—Mrs. Teri Dwyer, Principal   
Baptisms:
Kamryn Ann Baughan June 16, 2018

Mass  Schedule and Intentions for the Week 

His Eminence Donald Cardinal Wuerl cordially invites 
the faithful of the Archdiocese of Washington to attend 
the Episcopal Ordination of Most Reverend Michael W. 
Fisher, as Auxiliary Bishop of Washington, on Friday, 
June 29 at 2 PM at the Basilica of the National Shrine of 
the Immaculate Conception.  A reception will follow 
immediately after at the Basilica.

Marriage Help - Do you feel alone? Are you 

frustrated or angry with each other? Do you argue? Have 
you stopped talking to each other? Does talking about it 
only make it worse?  Have you thought about separation or 
divorce? Retrouvaille helps couples through difficult times 
in their marriages. For confidential information about or to 
register for the upcoming program beginning with a 
weekend on September 14-16, 2018, please visit: 
www.HelpOurMarria e.com or call 443400-7017 or email:  
3015@retrouvaille. or  

Peter's Pence Collection
This  weekend of June 23-24, the Archdiocese of 
Washington will take up the Peter’s Pence second 
collection. Gifts to this annual collection help the Holy 
Father support victims of war, oppression, natural 
disasters, and others most in need of assistance. In 
responding to those who are suffering, Our Lord teaches 
us, “Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of these 
least brothers of mine, you did for me” (Matthew 25:40). 
Our participation in this collection gives us an opportunity 
to be a witness of Our Lord’s love and mercy for the 
vulnerable and suffering around the world. Please give 
generously as you are able.
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Ministry to the Sick: The priests of the parish want 

very much to make sure that parishioners who are 
hospitalized or homebound receive pastoral care. We 
depend on the families and neighbors of parishioners to 
notify the parish office so we can bring you the 
sacraments. If you would like to receive Communion, a visit 
from Priest/Deacon or are going into the hospital please 
call the parish office. For immediate needs ask for one of 
the Priests. 

Parish Council: Please feel free to contact a Parish Council 

member listed here to discuss your views, opinions, or concerns 
regarding our parish. 
Larry Boesch—301-762-7134 
Jane Coburn—240-328-3330 

To enroll in Faith Direct, direct debit program, visit 
www.faithdirect.net to enroll securely on line or 
complete an enrollment form. Our parish code is MD34. 

Bob Balkam, Mary Crawford, Greg Daly, John Hacker, son of 
Ruth Hacker, Ayette Kivlighn, Yasmine Tashman, William 
Valentine  

 
 

Please pray for the soul of Patty Quinn. 
 
If you are on the mend and wish your name to be removed 
from our prayer list, please call the parish office and let us 
know. Names on this list are only included with permission 
of the individuals. They will remain on the list for one month, 
and can be repeated by calling the parish office.  

Budgeted weekly collection to meet expenses and 
obligations………………………………...$42,000.00 

June 17, 2018 
Offertory — 321 envelopes……………..$14,859.00 
Loose……………………………………….$  6,115.00 
Faith Direct — 425 donors .…………….$16,518.00 
                                                                  ($4,508.00) 

Poor Box:  ······································ $416.00 
Education Building ·························· $205.00 

Bulletin notices are due in writing ON FRIDAY, THE 
WEEK BEFORE THE published date. Notices may be 
emailed to: esalatto@straphaels.org. We no longer 
produce bulletin inserts instead have it summarized and 
put in the bulletin. Please note that graphic PDF’s and 
graphic page inserts are to be sized 1/4 page and 1/8 page 
and will be placed as space permits. 

Monday, June 25  

6:30PM SVdP,  Parish Library 

Tuesday, June 26 

6:45PM 
7:00PM 
7:30PM 

Exposition, Novena, Benediction, Church  
Cofradia of Our lord of Miracles, Upper Room D 
Spanish Prayer Group, Upper Room ABC 

Wednesday, June 27 

9:45AM Contemplative Prayer, Upper Room D 

Thursday, June 28 

 
7:00PM 
7:30PM 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament after 9:00 AM Mass 
Knights of Columbus, Duffy Center 4,6 
Legion of Mary, Spanish, Upper Room ABC 

Friday, June 29 

7:00PM 
7:00PM 
7:30PM 
8:30PM 

Spanish Prayer Group, Upper Room ABC, Youth Center 
Light of Christ Community, Parish Library 
Young Adult Divine Mercy-Spanish, Room 12 
AA, Duffy Center 3456 

Saturday, June 30 

10:00AM Spanish Bible, Upper Room D 

Sunday, July 1 

 
12:30PM 
 

Second Collection—New Education Building 
Cofradia of Our Lord of Miracles water/soda sales (outside) 

The bulletin cover this week  
 
See SRS tribute to Patty Quinn on pages 6 and 7.  
 

Debt Reduction……………………………………$150.00 
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A Special Thank You 
 

I’ve asked Father Mike to let me publicly thank St. 
Raphael’s through the bulletin. He graciously agreed.  
 

During my Adventures in Knee Replacement and the 
five surgical procedures since last August I’ve been the 
glowing (sometimes because of an antibiotic pump) 
recipient of so many prayers, meals and visits that I was 
overwhelmed. Eucharistic minister visits by Nina 
Cardillo and Dee Bogart, anointing's from Frs. Salah 
and Wells, all bringing the living Christ to me through 
their sacrifice and ministries meant so much. Your 
patience as I limped my way through liturgies and 
missed months at a time covered by our other talented 
cantors has been extraordinary. Again, I thank you from 
the bottom of my heart.  
 

I began this musical ministry when I was 13 years old at 
St. Anthony of Padua in Sterling CO when the infamous 
“folk mass” came to be. In July, this will mean that I 
celebrate 50 years of singing Glory to our God in, by my 
count, over 50 parish churches and cathedrals...not to 
mention convention centers and ball parks. This 
summer I begin 19 years here in Rockville.  
 

It has been and always will be my privilege to share 
song with this extraordinary parish.  I’m going to take 
some time this summer to visit my neglected kids and 
grandkids but I thank you for allowing me to serve you, 
for bearing up through missed words, missed notes, 
allergy seasons and occasional impatience. I think you 
are all superstars.  
 

Blessings always to you all from the bottom of my heart.  
 

Cindi Flahive-Sobel 

St. Raphael's Sodality invites all women of the 

parish to join us. Sodality aims to foster in its members a 
deeper love and devotion for Mary, Our Blessed Mother, 
who is our role model and inspiration, who leads us to her 
Son, Jesus. Our motto is “To Jesus Through Mary.” We 
encourage members to participate in a variety of spiritual 
and corporal works of mercy for one another and for the 
community of St. Raphael's. We hold monthly meetings 
September through May, which provide an opportunity for 
prayer, spiritual enrichment and friendship. 
 
We will begin to collect annual membership dues in 
September. Look for notices in the bulletin beginning in 
August and we'll see you in September. 
 
Sodality is delighted to welcome twenty-four new 
members this year. 
 

Anne Marie Begley  Mihuryl Hernandez 
Glenda Buchanan  Juliana Jacobson 
Eileen Cheng  Armelle Kouakou 
Patricia Crew  Shirley Lee 
Carol DeClementi  Maureen McHugh  
Carol De Oro   Mary Meyer 
Sharon Discavage  Olga Moore 
Pat Doane   Indah Oei 
Maria Fernando  Dora Pachajoa 
Julie Gilak   Kathy Patterson 
Marion Griffith  Angela Rappa 
Dorys Haugaard  Norma Saad 
 

If you have questions about Sodality, please call or email 
Louise Cox 240-731-1348, louisecox25@comcast.net or 
Anna Derry 301-762-6826, annamaven@verizon.net.  

The Ministry of Catechesis 
 
The psalm for today’s mass is a beautiful reminder of 
God’s incredible love for us.   

Truly you have formed my inmost being; 
you knit me in my mother's womb. 
I give you thanks that I am fearfully, wonderfully 
made; wonderful are your works. 

The Church teaches that parents are the principal and first 
catechists of their children.  I would 
suggest that the first lesson parents 
teach their children is that they are 
indeed wonderfully made, that they 
are beloved by God.  God’s love for us 
calls forth our love in return.  Our 

Catholic faith provides support and direction throughout 
life, but we depend on others to form us in this faith.  
Catechists assist parents in the faith formation of their 
children, helping children to know God, to love him, and to 
serve him.   
 
We invite you to consider becoming involved in the 
ministry of catechesis.  Please contact Mary Beaudoin for 
more information on becoming part of our SRRE 
catechetical team.  Phone her at 301-762-2143 or email 
her at mbeaudoin@straphaels.org. 

Marriage Retreat– Solving the Mystery of Prayer in Your 
Marriage—July 13-14, 2018 
This retreat is for married couples who would like to feel more 
comfortable praying together. Learn practical tips about your 
own personal prayer style. Increase feelings of trust and 
intimacy in your marriage as you develop the spiritual side of 
your relationship as you employ concrete tools and advice 
from our team of Catholic priests and married couples. You 
will experience a mixture of talks, questionnaires, time for 
personal reflection (individually and with your 
spouse); Eucharistic Adoration, celebration of the Mass, and 
time for Confession are all included. This is a two-day retreat, 
but you do not stay overnight. There will also be time to 
socialize with the other participants, but this program is about 
the couple, and no one will be put on the spot to share with the 
group. The registration fee includes the workshop fee, all 
materials, plus meals throughout the weekend. Cost to attend: 
$265 per couple. Our Lady of Bethesda Retreat Center, 7007 
Bradley Blvd., Bethesda, MD 20817. Visit our website for more 
information and to register for  www.ourladyofbethesda.org  or  
call 301-365-0612. 
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Yes, it’s Christmas in July! For the fifth 

year in a row, we will collect items for 

our guests attending the Mother Teresa 

Soup Kitchen Luncheon in December.   

We are asking parishioners to donate 

items needed to complete the toiletry gift 

bag assembled for each guest.   We need 

your help!

The following toiletry items are 
requested for donation:

One 3 oz. bottle of shampoo

One 3 oz. bottle of conditioner

One 2.5 oz. tube of hand cream

Two pairs of warmer men’s socks

Please include your donations listed 

above in a gallon-sized zip-lock bag for 

one person but we will gratefully accept 

any bulk donations, too!  Drop off your 

donation to the Parish Office between 

the hours of 10:00 AM and 4:30 PM. 

during the work week any time during 

the month of July. Check out all the 

items to be included in this year’s gift 

located on the credenzas in the church 

vestibule.

Many thanks to St. Raphael Parishioners 
for your generosity!

~The Mother Teresa Team

Youth Ministry
Annie McHugh, 240-864-2519

High School Youth      

Summer Lovin’ – June 24
What’s the purpose of dating?  Do people even date 
anymore?  How should teens date?  We’ll discuss this and 
more at Youth Group on June 24!  All high school teens 
are welcome to join us from 7-9PM for dinner, fun, and a 
great talk about dating with a purpose.

Board Game Bonanza – July 1
Get to know other teens at Youth Group by competing in 
various board games on July 1.  All teens, rising 9

th
grade 

through graduated senior are invited to join us from 7-9PM 
for a fun Board Game Bonanza!

Keep Up With Youth Group 
Did you know that St. Raphael Youth Group has many 
ways to stay in touch and learn about upcoming events?  
We have a monthly parent e-mail listserv which parents’ 
can sign up for by e-mailing mmchugh@straphaels.org.  
Teens and parents can follow us on Instagram by 
searching “straphsyg” or on Facebook by joining the “St. 
Raphael’s Ignite” group.  Teens and parents can also sign 
up for weekly texts by e-mailing your cell phone number 
to mmchugh@straphaels.or – all cell phone numbers are 
kept anonymous.  Don’t miss what’s coming up with St. 
Raphael Youth Ministry!

Youn  Adult Minist

Faith Extended – All Summer 
All young adults, college-age and older are invited to the 
“Faith Extended” book discussion this summer.  “Faith 
Extended” meets on Sunday nights from 7-9PM in the 
Upper Rooms. The book The Case for Jesus by Dr. Brant 
Pitre will be given to all attendees.  Here’s what Bishop 
Robert Barron said about The Case for Jesus, “This book 
will prove to be a most effective weapon… against the 
debunking and skeptical attitudes toward the Gospels that 
are so prevalent, not only in academe, but also on the 
street, among young people who, sadly, are leaving the 
Churches in droves.” All young adults are encouraged to 
attend “Faith Extended” to solidify their belief in Christ and 
learn intelligent ways to explain Him to others! Questions 
about the group can be e-mailed to Annie, amchugh@ 
straphaels.org.

The Board of Directors of the Catholic Business Network of 
Montgomery County invites you to its monthly Friday 
Networking Breakfast Meeting being held on Friday, July 13 
from 7:30-9AM.

Please join us to network and hear from our guest speaker, 
Judge Nelson Rupp, Montgomery County Judge.

We meet on the second Friday of every month 
at Lahinch Restaurant near the Cabin John Mall 
(Lahinch Tavern & Grill, 7747 Tuckerman Lane Potomac, 
Maryland). Parking is conveniently located outside the 
restaurant. Please register to attend at www.cbnmc.com

Other 
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Stone Soup Sunday:  The next collection will be held on 
July 7/8. The truck and volunteers will not be parked at the 
circle on the weekend of June 30

th
 and July 1

st
.  Thank you! 

 

Vincentian reflection:  At the Midyear Meeting on April 14, 
2018, the National Council of the Society of St. Vincent de 

Paul in the United States approved the following 
mission statement, which is not referred to as 
"Our Identity Statement": “A network of 
friends, inspired by Gospel values, growing 
in holiness and building a more just world 

through personal relationships with and service to 
people in need.” The St. Raphael Conference encourages 
any parishioner who wishes to serve those in need to 
contact Ursula Boesch, Interim President at 301-762-7134 
or email her at ursulaboesch@aol.com.   
 

It’s not too late to drop off your donations:  Drop off your 
donations of disposable razors, non-aerosolized shaving 

cream and dish soap in the box 
labeled “Catholic Charities’ Mobilized 
Response Vehicle” located in the 
church vestibule or the school reception 

area.  The Deadline is by July 1.  Thank you!   
 
Annual Christmas in July Collection to begin!  St. 
Raphael’s has over the last several years conducted a 

collection of specific items for our guests who 
come in early December for a holiday 
celebration. The clients of the Missionary of 
Charity Houses in S.E. and N.E Washington 

are brought to our parish for the celebration of Mass and 
the following meal and entertainment.  Would you please 
consider helping the Mother Teresa Soup Kitchen 
volunteers by donating a few items for the parting gift we 
provide to all the guest?  A box containing the items we 
need this year are on the credenzas in the church vestibule 
and you can also see the flier for the list on page 5.  It also 
provides instruction for how to drop off your donations 
during the month July.  The volunteer team thanks St. 
Raphael’s parishioners for their annual commitment to this 
event.  May God bless you richly! 
 
S.R.O. Spotlight:  This week will highlight the works of the 
Clothing Subcommittee.  This group of ministry volunteers 
is separated into two basic activities; Clothing/Winter Coat 
Drives and “Labor of Love”, a group of women who knit 
and crochet items for hospital maternity wards and other 
catholic organizations that need a special “warm hug” 
through the gift of a hand-made article.  The provision of 
clothing to those in need is one of the Corporal Works of 
Mercy.  These volunteers work by loving their neighbor and 
not judging them by their appearance or social status.  To 
volunteer for the Clothing Drives, contact:  Eileen Cheng at 
MsEBCheng@verizon.net.  For additional information of the 
Labor of Love group, contact Sandy Shamburek at 240-864-
2514 or sshamburek@straphaels.org.   
 
Food for thought:  the Labor of Love Coordinator will be 
moving after many years of service.  If you are interested in 
helping to keep this group of volunteers going, please 
contact Sandy. 

 
“Never tire of firmly speaking out in the defense of life from 
its conception and do not be deterred from the commitment 

to defend the dignity of every human person with 
courageous determination.   

Christ is with you: be not afraid!” 
~ Saint Pope John Paul II 

 
RFL Committee to launch educational series of bulletin 
notices:  Starting next weekend, June 30-July 1, a series of 
bulletin notices under the RFL Column with specific topics 
related to Late Term Abortion (LTA) is to be published. Why 
you ask? The committee wishes to educate our 
parishioners on exactly what occurs in LTA and why the 
abortion industry is trying to hide their true mission.  These 
notices are well researched with the goal to proclaim the 
truth about the industry, the negligence that is allowed to 
continue without governmental oversight and the pain and 
suffering that result in injury or even death.  Our committee 
has the support of Fr. Salah and the Department of Life 
Issues at the Pastoral Center for the Archdiocese of 
Washington. We encourage you to read each weekly 
notice, month after month, and ponder the information in 
your minds and in your hearts. It is truly amazing how many 
people who are asked about their position on LTA who do 
not believe it is occurring in our state. Educating yourself on 
the issues is the only way that an informed conscience can 
make a decision in true freedom. 
 
Mustard Seed Letter Project: This is a national Pro-Life 
organization, whose mission is to organize a letter writing 

campaign to corporations that financially support 
Planned Parenthood (PP).  Several parishes in the 
area participate in sending a monthly letter to the 
specified CEO. The RFL Committee asks our 
parishioners to join concerned Catholics in the 
thousands print the written letter and mail it.  Over 

337 corporations have ceased to support PP, which has cost 
them over $45 million annually! This is a simple and easy 
activity to do.  To find the pre-printed letters, visit the church 
website at www.straphaels.org, click on the Respect for Life 
homepage, and scroll down to see several recent months’ worth 
of letters to print and mail.  Thank you! 
 
Did you forget your baby bottle last week?  We are still 

accepting your baby bottles.  Please bring them to 
the parish office between 10 AM and 4 PM.  If you 
have not yet provided a donation, kindly write a 
check out to: Shady Grove Pregnancy Center and 

write St. Raphael BB Campaign 2018 in the memo line.  
 
 

Social Responsibility and Outreach (SRO) 
Sandy Shamburek, 240-864-2514 
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Religious Education Registration  
Registration for St. Raphael Religious Education (SRRE) is 
open at www.straphaels.org/religious-education 
We look forward to having all our SRRE children and teens 
back in September, and we are eager to welcome new 
families.  SRRE registration is completed online through the 
parish website.  Note that you will need your parish envelope 
number, as well as the location and date of your child’s 
baptism.  Contact our office if you have any questions.  
Please register early so that we know where catechists 
are needed.  Thanks! 

Tuition: 
One child - $125 
Two children - $200 
Three or more children - $250 
Sacramental Fees: 
First Eucharist in 2019 - $75 
Confirmation (8

th
 grade) in 2019 - $125 

Confirmation (high school) in 2019 - $150 

Payment plan and reduced tuition are available for families 
who need financial assistance. Please contact Mary Beaudoin.  
 

The SRRE Office also coordinates sacrament preparation 
for all children ages 7-18. This includes Baptism, 
Confirmation, Reconciliation, and Eucharist. Please contact 
Mary Beaudoin for information. 
 

Catholic School Students – Sacramental Preparation 
Children in Catholic schools need to register with their parish 
Religious Education office because sacrament preparation 
and celebration take place in the child’s home parish, not in 
the Catholic school they attend (though Catholic schools assist 
with aspects of the preparation).  If your child attends a 
Catholic school (other than St. Raphael) and will be entering 
grade 1, 2, 7 or 8 in September, please register online at 
https://www.straphaels.org/2018-19-religious-education-
registration.  We need to be able to contact you with important 
information, including meetings and preparation guidelines.  
Thanks!  

Sacramental Fees: 
First Eucharist in 2019 - $75 
Confirmation (8

th
 grade) in 2019 - $125 

Confirmation (high school) in 2019 - $150 

Confirmation Service Project 
In the Gospels Jesus teaches us - by word and example - all 
about service.  In Matthew 25:35-36, Jesus says, “For I was 
hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
drink, a stranger and you welcomed me, naked and you 
clothed me, ill and you cared for me, in prison and you visited 
me.”  We strive to recognize Jesus present in each person and 
make a point to serve those in greatest need.  And in John 
13:1-17, Jesus, who is their teacher and master, washes the 
feet of his disciples.   
Young people who wish to receive the sacrament of 
Confirmation show that they are followers of Jesus by serving 
others as he did.  Those who are preparing for Confirmation in 
spring 2019 need to complete a Confirmation Service Project.  
The project consists of ten or more hours of service and a 
reflection paper.  Confirmation candidates and parents can 
find service information and forms at www.straphaels.org/
confirmation-1.  Records of Service and Reflection Papers are 
due on September 1. 

Special Needs Religious Education 
St. Raphael is blessed to have an active special needs 
ministry that strives to provide religious education to 
students of all abilities.  This ministry just completed its 
sixth year of providing religious education classes that 
meet weekly so that children and young adults in our parish 
can grow in their faith along with their peers, no matter 
what challenges they may face.  We have celebrated along 
with our students as they have received the Sacraments of 
Penance, Eucharist, and Confirmation.  However, we know 
that we are not reaching everyone.  We could use your 
help.  If you know of a family who does not attend Mass or 
does not bring their child with a disability to Mass due to 
fears about their behavior, etc., please have them contact 
Mary Beaudoin in the Religious Ed. office. 

Special Needs Religious Education 
is a blessing for the both the child 
and the catechist.  We are also 
actively seeking people who would 
like to become catechists for our 
children and teens with special 
needs.  For more information about 
this joyful and enriching program, 
please contact Maria Harrington at 
mariaharrington@msn.com.   

 
From Mass to Mission – Why Do You Go to Mass?  

Today we conclude our series of articles on the Mass with a 
review of why it is important for us to come to Mass every 
Sunday. 
 

Sometimes we hear people say that they don’t go to Mass 
because they don’t have time.  So, why do we need to 
make time in our Sunday (or Saturday night) schedule to 
go to Mass?  It would be helpful to remember why the 
Church asks every Catholic to attend Mass every Sunday.  
In simple language, we go to Mass . . .  

• to thank God for everything he has given us 
• to learn more about God and how he wants us to live 
• to remember that Christ died to save us from sin and 

death 
• to receive Christ in the Eucharist so he can live inside 

us and make us more like him 
• to be sent out to live what Christ taught and to share 

that with others
1 

 

We show our gratitude to God by being present, by 
humbling ourselves, and by actively participating.  We learn 
about God and how he wants us to live through listening 
during the Liturgy of the Word and through opening our 
hearts in prayer.  In the Liturgy of the Eucharistic we 
remember that Christ died to save us and we receive him 
so that he can make us more like him.  The word “Mass” 
comes from a Latin word that means “send.”  Mass does 
not end at the church door, rather, we are sent out to live 
what Christ taught us and to share it with others.  
1Reprinted from From Mass to Mission: Understanding the Mass and Its Significance 
for Our Christian Life by Joyce Donahue © 2016 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy 
Training Publications 1800 933-1800.  www.LTP.org.  All rights reserved.  Used with 
permission. 

 

Pope Francis’ Prayer Intention for June 
Universal: Social Networks  
That social networks may work towards that inclusiveness 
which respects others for their differences. 

Religious Education 
Mary Beaudoin, 301-762-2143, ext. 124 
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AFF QUOTE OF THE WEEK 

 
ST RAPHAEL SMALL GROUPS  

Christ-Centered  Theme-Based  Parish-Connected 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Our SRSG Pilot program is underway! 
Please keep this new adventure in your prayers. 

 
Holy God, Creator of the human family, we give you thanks 
for the many a varied ways you build up your Church.  
Bless all those participating in the SRSG pilot program this 
summer. Grant that through their vision and dedication they 
may be of service to this parish and bring honor and glory 
to your name.  
We ask this through Christ, our Lord. 
Amen.  
 
 

BOOKS & LINKS  

• Called and gifted for the Third Millennium  

 http://www.usccb.org/about/laity-marriage-family-life-
and-youth/laity/called-and-gifted-for-the-third-
millennium.cfm 

• The Resurrection by Fabrice Hadjadj, 2016. 

• Facilitating for Growth: A Guide for Scripture Study 

Groups and Small Christian Communities by Barbara J. 
Fleischer, 1993. 

• With the Smell of the Sheep by Pope Francis, 2017 

• Evangelizing with the Heart of a Shepherd  

 https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/video/
evangelizing-with-the-heart-of-a-shepherd/4505/ 

• FORMED: A Free online platform for AFF 

Resources 
      Go to: www.straphaels.org/adult-faith-formation 
 and click on the link. 

AFF IN 2018-2019  
What type of AFF do you want to participate  in 
next year? 

 

Thank you to all who sent suggestions for 2018-2019 AFF 
programs and if you would like to participate e-mail 
suzanne.nelson2@gmail.com   

 
 

ST. RAPHAEL SMALL GROUPS 
Theme for 2018-2019 

Who we are; who we are called to be. 
 
WHAT? 

Parish-connected Small Groups, which meet in homes, are 
growing in number throughout the Church. Following 
the recommendation of our pastor, Fr. Salah, the AFF 
Coordinator and Team will adopt the best practices of 
current models and resources, and launch St Raphael 
Small Groups (SRSG).  

 
WHY? 
The overall Objective of SRSG’s is to become Disciples in 
Mission: to share the Gospel with all in our circle of 
influence that we might become closer to Christ. Desired 
outcomes include:   
Extending our welcoming parish spirit to neighbors and 
friends 
Actively involving all members in parish activities  
Growing in our ability to articulate and share our faith as we 
apply it in real life challenges.  

  
WHO?  
Each adult parishioner is encouraged to participate in a 
St. Raphael Small Group.  
Each group consists of 6-10 Participants led by a trained 
Facilitator.  
[Note: There is no need to belong to more than one Small 
Group. Some parishioners already belong to a different 
type of Small Group such as those associated with a 
National Catholic Movement, e.g., Teams of Our Lady or 
Domestic Church.] 
 

HOW?  
Coming in September:  
Sign-up Sunday, Facilitator Commissioning, Information 
Night.   
See more at: www.straphaels.org/adult-faith-formation  
 

Adult Faith Formation 
Suzanne.nelson2@gmail.com 

443-472-3730 

“At all times and in every nation, anyone who fears 
God and does what is right has been acceptable to 
him. He has however, willed to make men and 
women holy and to save them, not as individuals 
without any bond between them, but rather to 
make them into a people who might acknowledge 
him and serve him in holiness.”    
                        —Lumen Gentium, 9  
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De Vol
Funeral Home

2222 Wisconsin Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20007
202.333.6680
FREE Valet Parking

Serving the Catholic Community
Family Owned and Operated for over 70 Years

www.DeVolFuneralHome.com
Kevin G. DeVol & Robert G. DeVol
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Gaithersburg, MD 
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301.652.4344 M capitalcitynurses.com
The Smart Choice for Home Care
M Elder Care M Hospice & Cancer Care
M Alzheimer’s & Dementia Care

M Post-op & Cosmetic Care M Medication Management
Susan Rodgers

RN, President
25+ years helping
families age in place.

Refined Residential Living in Bethesda.
•  Friendly Assisted Living Community
• The Highest Standard of Care
• Delicious Home Cooked Cuisine
• Part of the Capital City Nurses Family of Companies.

Call Today to Arrange a Private Tour!
301.365.2582           www.thecottagehomes.com

Faith
for we live by faith, not by sight

2 CORINTHIANS,  5:7
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View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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PAINTING 

J.R.

DEBBIE ZECH
St. Raphael Parishioner

Cell: 
360-303-8294

Office: 
301-424-0900 x175

Debbie@EricStewartGroup.com

Maryland
CatholicMatch.com/goMD

www.joannerodriguezinteriordesign.com 
301.943.8947

Joanne Rodríguez
Interior Design

UniqUely CUrated interiors

renovations | remodeling | FUrnitUre

lighting | Flooring | antiqUes | art

CUstom WindoW treatments
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